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/ABSTRA\

Trichinellosis is an important zoonotic disease maintained in wildlife through the sylvatic cycle. This
study investigated the occurrence of Trichinella spp. larvae in 112 red foxes from 13 Romanian counties.
Larvae were detected in 26 foxes, corresponding to an overall prevalence of 23.21%, supporting the role

of the red fox as a sentinel host for Trichinella circulation in Romania.
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To assess the occurrence, prevalence and geographical

INTRODUCT | AIM distribution of Trichinella spp. larvae in red foxes from

Romania.
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e Origin: 13 Romanian
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DISCUSSIONS

-

richinella spp. larvae were detected in 26 of the 112 examined red
foxes, resulting in an overall prevalence of 23.21%, with positive cases
identified in nine of the 13 investigated Romanian counties. The
highest prevalence was recorded in Mehedinti County, while infection
was more frequent in foxes older than two years and in males,
suggesting a possible influence of cumulative exposure and

behavioral factors. These findings confirm the active circulation of
Trichinella spp. In Romanian sylvatic ecosystems and support the role
of the red fox as an important sentinel species for epidemiological
surveillance.

e IR, g CONCLUSION

The study revealed a 23.21% prevalence of Trichinella spp. infection in red foxes from
. 9 lRomania, confirming the circulation of the parasite in sylvatic ecosystems. The
<\ detection of larvae supports the role of the red fox as a sentinel species for monitoring
Trichinella spp. transmission. These findings highlight the need for continuous
surveillance of wild carnivores within an integrated One Health approach.
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